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Blind Fack

John Metcalf'is known affectionately around the world
as Blind Jack and was born here in 1717

After becoming blind at the age of 6, Jack was
determined not to be held back and joined his friends in
all of their pursuits. As an adult he became proficient on
horseback and was an accomplished musician.

After successfully building a road between Minskip and
Ferrensby, he embarked on a near thirty-year career

as a civil engineer, specialising in building solid roads
across bogs and marshland.

Jack was the first road engineer of distinction,
preceding Telford and Macadam.

Mother Shipton

Mother Shipton was born Ursula Sontheil in 1488
during the reign of Henry VII and is England’s most
famous Prophetess.

Legend has it that she was born during a violent
thunderstorm in a cave on the banks of the River
Nidd here in Knaresborough.

Her mother, Agatha, was just fifteen years old and
with no family and no friends to support her, Agatha
raised Ursula in the cave on her own. Ursula spent
most of her days around the cave making remedies
and potions with the flowers and herbs she studied
alone in the forest.

St Robert

St. Robert was born Robert Flower the son of Touk
Flower, mayor of York, some time in the early 1160%.
He was well educated but chose to live piously as a
hermit & found solitude in a cave by the river Nidd
in Knaresborough. His brother, Walter, funded the
building of a small chapel on the site.

His fame as a holy man and friend of the poor
spread, and people came in vast numbers to visit him,
including King John in 1216.

St. Robert died on the 24th September 1218 and
to the last he remained loved and respected by the
people of Knaresborough.
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There are long stay car parks at either end of town so
you can choose to start at the most convenient point,
but en route yow’ll visit Conyngham Hall which is where
Knaresborough Zoo was opened in 196. Further up the
hill is the Dower House built by Sir Thomas Slingsby
and close by is St Johns House.

The birth place of Blind Jack was in the vicinity of
Knaresborough House and the Parish church & nearby
the Mitre was named in honour of Bishop William
Stubbs of Oxford who was also born in the area.

White Horse Yard was home to Eugene Aram a convicted
murderer and around the corner on the edge of the market
place is where a small 13C Jewish community was located
and the almshouse for the poor was sited.

Opposite the Oldest Chemist shop in the market place is
the old Town Hall and behind the Police Station is where
eleven men were convicted of riotous behaviour only to
be hailed as heroes on their release.

Just off Castlegate, in Green Dragon Yard is the Old
Flax Mill part of Knaresborough’s prestigious linen
heritage and slightly further afield is King James’s
School established in 1616 by the Rev. Robert Chaloner
with a charter from King James I.
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